
Date: 7.27.2026 

Roscoe Clyde Miller 
Research Report 

Greenville Historic Preservation Commission 

Greenville, Indiana 

2026 

Key facts 

Field Details 

Full name Roscoe Clyde Miller 

Born December 2, 1876, Greenville, Indiana 

Died April 18, 1913; Corydon, Indiana; Buried at Cedar Hill 
Cemetery 

Primary position Right-handed pitcher 

MLB debut April 25, 1901, Detroit Tigers 

Final MLB appearance July 30, 1904, Pittsburgh Pirates 

MLB career 39-45 record, 3.45 ERA, 198 strikeouts in 102 
appearances 

Nicknames Roxy; Rubberlegs 

Executive summary 
 

Roscoe Clyde Miller was born in Greenville, Indiana on December 2, 1876. He emerged as one of the most durable 

early-1900s pitchers in the American League, built around a heavy workload and strong control of the strike zone. 

His early professional career began in 1896 before he reached the majors in 1901. 

Roscoe’s rookie season in the majors came in 1901 with the Detroit Tigers in the team’s inaugural season in MLB. 

He went 23-13 with a 2.95 ERA, recorded three shutouts, and completed 35 games in his rookie season which is still 

a Detroit Tigers all-time record. He became the first Detroit Tigers pitcher with 20 wins in a season. After that 

standout season, his effectiveness declined, though he remained a useful major-league arm through 1904 with the 

New York Giants and Pittsburgh Pirates. However, it should be noted that Roscoe played for the Detroit Tigers during 

the 1900 season when they were still considered a minor league team. It was during the 1900 season that he earned 

the name “Rubberlegs” for his pitching delivery and his stamina on the mound.  He posted a 19-9 record with four 

shutouts and 23 completed games. These stats are not calculated into Roscoe’s career stats since the Tigers were 

considered a minor league team at the time. In 1901, the American League moved from the minor leagues to Major 

League Baseball.    

The source set also supports a longer post-MLB career than is sometimes remembered. After leaving the majors, 

Miller continued pitching in the minors through 1909, including a 1906 season with Des Moines in which he led the 

league with 28 wins and helped Des Moines to a championship pennant with a 97 - 50 record.  



He died on April 18, 1913, at age 36, with the death place reported as Corydon, Indiana in some sources and with a 

spelling discrepancy noted in others. 

Early life and first professional years 
 

Miller was born in Greenville, Indiana, and the materials supplied here consistently present that as his place of 

origin. The available sources do not fully reconstruct his family background, schooling, or youth baseball in detail, 

but they do show that he had entered professional baseball by 1896.  

He began playing for Corydon in 1893 at age 17. He played for Corydon throughout the 1895 before leaving for the 

minors at the Columbus Babies in 1896. Stats indicate Roscoe was 1 – 3 pitching for the Columbus Babies. Roscoe 

returned to Corydon in 1897 (photograph on www.visitgreenvillein.com). In 1898, he began playing for the 

Mansfield Haymakers and went 23-18 as their most utilized pitcher. Stats are limited to the 1899 season for Roscoe 

Miller; however, the Greenville Historic Preservation Commission identified statistics for Miller from 1899 that 

claimed he played for the Mansfield Haymakers and won 28 games. During that season, the Mansfield Haymakers 

went 86-54 and finished second place, only one game behind the league champions.  

Roscoe began playing for the Detroit Tigers in 1900. This was the Tigers first year in the American League. The 

American League had not yet become part of Major League Baseball. He posted a 19-9 record with four shutouts 

and 23 completed games. These stats are not calculated into Roscoe’s career stats since the Tigers were considered 

a minor league team at the time. In 1901, the American League moved from the minor leagues to Major League 

Baseball.    

The Greenville Historic Preservation Commission believes that Roscoe Miller pitched and won a total of 71 games 

prior to 1901 when he made his debut in Major League Baseball. 

Major-league career 
 

Miller made his major-league debut on April 25, 1901, for the Detroit Tigers. His rookie season was exceptional by 

the standards of the period and stands as the defining year of his major-league career. 

In 1901 he posted a 23-13 record with a 2.95 ERA over 332 innings. He started 36 games, completed 35 of them, 

and recorded three shutouts. He is described in several references as having the American League rookie record for 

complete games and identify him as the Tigers' first 20-game winner in the modern major-league era. 

After the breakout 1901 season, his results fell off. Roscoe was frustrated with his contract and ownership. In 1902 

he split time between Detroit and the New York Giants, after a mid-year deal sent Roscoe to New York. George 

Stallings, the Manager of the Tigers, orchestrated the deal to trade Roscoe mid-year to the New York Giants. That 

made the owner of the Tigers, James D. Burns, furious that his co-owner and manager went behind his back. Burns 

viewed the loss of his ace and the behind-the-scenes maneuvering as a betrayal, escalating a bitter, ongoing feud 

between the two executives. The constant bickering over the team and its finances prompted American League 

President Ban Johnson to force both men out by the end of the year to preserve the league's reputation. 

He remained with the Giants into 1903, then moved to the Pittsburgh Pirates for 1904. While playing for the Pirates, 

the team was traveling by horse drawn carriage when a freak accident occurred. The back wheel of the carriage 



collapsed causing the horses to bolt and drag the carriage on its side with the Pirates players in it. Roscoe suffered 

a serious wrist injury that was described as a sprain.  

Across four major-league seasons, he finished with a 39-45 record, a 3.45 ERA, and 198 strikeouts in 102 

appearances.  

 

Records and notable achievements 
 

Season / context Achievement Why it matters 

1901 Detroit Tigers ▪ 23 wins, 2.95 ERA, 35 complete games 
▪ Tigers first 20 game winner 

▪ Inaugural Tigers season in MLB 

The peak major-league season and the 
basis for his lasting place in Tigers 
history. First season the Tigers entered 
Major League Baseball.  

1901 American League Record American League rookie record for 
complete games 

Shows both workload and durability in 
his rookie season in the major league 

1901 Tigers history First modern-era 20-game winner for 
Detroit 

Places him among the earliest 
cornerstone pitchers for the franchise 

1906 Des Moines (Western League) ▪ 28 wins and league-leading victory 
total 
▪ Team finished in first place  

Demonstrates that his post-MLB career 
still included a standout minor-league 
season 

Career totals 39-45, 3.45 ERA, 198 strikeouts Summarizes the complete major-league 
record available in the supplied 
materials 

Post-major-league career in the minor leagues 
 

After 1904, Miller returned to the minors and remained active for several more seasons. The supplied biographies 

agree that he continued pitching professionally through at least 1909. 

Available data provides useful texture to that later career. Roscoe was in the Pacific Coast League in 1905 with San 

Francisco Seals and then the Seattle Siwashes, then with Des Moines in 1906, back with Des Moines in 1907, in the 

California State League in 1908 with Fresno and Oakland, and with San Jose in 1909. Even where the seasonal 

histories are less complete, the overall picture is clear that he remained a working professional pitcher after his MLB 

career ended. 

His strongest post-major-league season in the materials provided was 1906 with Des Moines in the Western League. 

He led the league with 28 wins and Des Moines finished in first place. That year Des Moines went 97 – 50 and won 

their division. The 1906 Des Moines Champions were one of the most dominant minor league baseball teams in 

history winning their division with a 28 game lead over the second place team.  

It was also noted that in 1906 while with Des Moines, Roscoe Miller was teammates with Eddie Cicotte. Cicotte was 

a core conspirator and the key pitcher during the Chicago Black Sox scandal in 1919 where eight players conspired 

to through the World Series against the Cincinnati Reds for money from gamblers.  

 

This brings Roscoe Miller’s documented win total as a pitcher to 160 lifetime wins across his pre-major league, major 

league, and post-major league career.  



 

 
 

 

Death and burial  
 

Miller died on April 18, 1913, at age 36. The death certificate identify the cause as pulmonary tuberculosis and place 

his death in Corydon, Indiana. He was buried at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Corydon.  

A final note in the supplied biographies indicates that he traveled to Virginia in the spring of 1912 for a minor-league 

tryout that did not succeed, suggesting that his final year was marked by hardship before his death the following 

spring. There was one story that referenced while at the tryout, he ran into several of his old teammates who took 

up a collection for him among other team members to help pay for some of his debts.  
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Research Assistance 
 

The Greenville Historic Preservation Commission spent several years compiling the life of Roscoe Miller working 

with several libraries searching for information and across several Major League Baseball teams. While the work is 

appreciated and probably the greatest single source of Roscoe Miller information, there is a lot of research that 

can continue to be done. Many of the years are missing complete statistics and there are still photos with teams 

that have not been found. Additionally, there are believed to be some family photos that exist. If someone would 

like to contribute photographs, history, or information to this project, you can reach out directly to the Greenville 

Historic Preservation Commission by using the contact us page. This is a great body of research and together we 

can work on it to make it even better.  


