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INTRODUCTIONS

Matt Uhl – Chairman

Kim Hardin – Vice Chair

Shelly Hartfield – Treasurer

Andy Lemon – Greenville Town Council



FOUNDING 

CONTEXT

Pre-1816

Bison Route from 

Illinois fields through 

Falls of Ohio to 

Kentucky Salt licks.



FOUNDING ERA

 Founded in May 1816, by 

Andrew Mundell and 

Benjamin Haines.

 First settlers started 

appearing early 1800’s.

 Many streets in Town have 

retained their original 

platted size and are as 

narrow as 9 feet wide.  



FIRST FAMILIES

Last names of original settlers include, but are not limited to:

-Boston (Robert), Wells (William), Brown (John & William), Mundell, Clark (John), Collins 

(Mordecai), and Woods (Isaac)

Immediately following were: 

-Abraham Coffman, John and James Taylor, Madison Martin, William Williams, William 

Ferguson, Jacob Miller, Amos and Johnathan Davis, Thomas Hobson, Adam Smith, 

Major Stewart, James Alward, Joseph Woodville, John Moore, John McCown, Jacob 

Floor, Morris Morris, Major Lucas, Benjamin Bower, Daniel Porter, William Foster, 

Benjamin Haines, Reuben Smith, Mathias Sappenfield, and Alexander Hedden.  (All are 

ca 1826 or before)



ANTEBELLUM PERIOD

1820’S – 1850’S



JOHN BAPTISTE FORD

JOHN B FORD - GREENVILLE

• Apprenticed with uncle in Greenville, 1820’s.

• Started mill on site of first post office, 1830’s.

• Married his school teacher, Marry Bower from Greenville.

• Branched into pie safes, saddleworks, plate glass startup.

• Said to have invented plated glass in the natural sand pits 

near Greenville.

• Cousin of Washington C. DePauw.



• Moved to New Albany in 1854, started 

steamboat building company.  

• Became known as “Captain” John B 

Ford because of his work building 

steamboats.

• Built and operated as many as 38 

ships prior to closure.

• Founded New Albany Glass Works, ca 

1867, & later business interests.

JOHN BAPTISTE FORD

Louisville ~The People's Line Packet Wild Wagoner Arriving at the 

Levee in 1868‘ – John Stobart

JOHN B FORD – NEW ALBANY



JOHN BAPTISTE FORD



NORMAN COLMAN

• Born in NY (1827), moved to Louisville 

to attend law school at U of L.

• Started law practice in New Albany, ca 

1849.

• Hired as initial headmaster of 

Greenville Seminary, 1850.

NORMAN COLMAN



THE BEGINNING OF FLOYD 
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NORMAN COLMAN

• Married teacher Clara Porter.

• Moved in 1852 to Missouri to start 

agriculture-related magazine.

• Later named first US Secretary of 

Agriculture, 1889.

NORMAN COLMAN



1859 PLAT MAP



CIVIL WAR

1861 - 1865



MORGAN’S RAID

• John Hunt Morgan Raid in July 1863.

• Scouting parties and Copperhead 

activities included New Salisbury, 

Crandall, Palmyra, and Greenville.

• Troops reconvened in Salem on July 10, 

1863.



FRANCIS HIEQUIT



EPHRAIM GIRDNER

EPHRAIM GIRDNER

• Union Private & Lieutenant, 

Indiana 66
th

Regiment Company 

H

• Served and captured at Battle of 

Richmond KY (POW) 1862

• Released, later served with Gen 

Sherman 1863-64



EPHRAIM GIRDNER



EPHRAIM GIRDNER



LATE 1800’S



JERSEY PARK FARM

ABRAHAM COFFMAN

• One of earlier settlers of 

township

• Built farm around 1875

• Accumulated 780+ acres

• Transitioned farm to son John 

Spear Coffman, including dairy 

farm



JERSEY PARK FARM



SPEAR FAMILY & ACTIVITIES

• Started resort farm in 1884.

• Fourth of July picnic, dance 

pavilion, guest house.

• Dairy provided products to 

Louisville hotels, including 

Brown Hotel

• Listed on National Register 

1984

JERSEY PARK FARM



SIMPSON MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

• Built in 1899 in Gothic 

Revival style.

• Funds donated by Capt. John 

Baptiste Ford ($3,500).

• Andrew Carnegie donated 

toward the church’s pipe 

organ.

• Added to National Register of 

Historic Places in 2004.



EARLY 1900’S



• March 26, 1908

• Chimney from Wood family 

overheated, caught fire.

• Wind-driven, consumed 

majority of town along both 

sides of Hwy 150.

• 24 buildings total were 

consumed, including post 

office & Greenville School.

GREENVILLE FIRE OF 1908



GREENVILLE FIRE OF 1908



GREENVILLE FIRE OF 1908



ROSCOE P MILLER

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Born in Greenville in 1876.

He was a pitcher in Major League Baseball who 

played parts of four seasons (1901 – 1904) with 

the Detroit Tigers, New York Giants and 

Pittsburgh Pirates.  

He was 39-45 for his career with 198 strikeouts 

and a 3.45 ERA.

Miller’s rookie season in 1901 he pitched 35 

complete games which is still an American 

League Rookie record.  



RESEARCH CASE STUDY

Who is the guy on the baseball card?



EARLY 1900’S

LOCAL BUSINESSES



EARLY 1900’S

LOCAL BUSINESSES



EARLY 1900’S

LOCAL BUSINESSES



TOLL ROAD ENHANCEMENTS

EARLY 1900’S



NAFC Library

Indiana State Library

RESEARCH CASE STUDY – C.V. GRAFT MILL

WHERE DO YOU THINK THE C.V. GRAFT MILL WAS LOCATED?



Graft Elevator/Graft Mill, east side of Main Street, Winchester, Indiana

Horse drawn school buses from White River Township and Wabash 

Township schools parked near the C.V. Graft Mill, Winchester, Indiana



GREENVILLE TOWN HISTORIC POPULATION 
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1950 ONWARD

NEW CHRISTIAN CHURCH EXPANDED SCHOOL



CEMETERIES IN GREENVILLE

GREENLAWN CEMETERY

• One of the larger of cemeteries 

in township

• 1,500+ graves

• Begun in earnest in 1852



BUTTONTOWN/MAPLE HILL

• One of the older of cemeteries in 

township

• Smaller, 75 plots or so

• Several pre-date Greenlawn 

Cemetary

• Nathan McKinzie (1826-1863) 

killed in Battle of Corydon

CEMETERIES IN GREENVILLE



SCHRADER/TAYLOR

CEMETERY

• One of the oldest cemeteries in 

township

• Just east of Buttontown

Cemetery

• Jesse Stroud (1755-1812) NC 

revolutionary war veteran

• Unmarked graves of several of 

John B Ford’s family

CEMETERIES IN GREENVILLE



MISLABELED GIRDNER CEMETERY

• Located inside Heritage Springs 

Subdivision

• Listed as 12 plots; however, appx. 20 

plots have been discovered now

SMITH CEMETERY



Know all men by these presents that we Andrew Smith and Sophrona Smith wife of said 

Andrew Smith of the county of Floyd and state of Indiana, in consideration of the sum of 

eight hundred dollars in hand paid by John G Girdner of the county of Floyd and state 

aforesaid, have bargained and sold, and do hereby grant bargain sell and convey unto 

the said John G Girdner his heirs and assigns forever the following ------------ estate in the 

county of Floyd & state of Indiana and bounded and a--------- as following to wit:  being a 

part of the north west quarter of section four, of town two south of range five, beginning 

at the North West corner of said quarter section, thence running South one hundred and 

twenty five rods, thence East fifty two rods, thence North sixty four rods, thence North 

58° 30° East twenty six rods, thence East thirty rods, thence North sixty rods, thence West 

with the township and section at line one hundred and six rods to the place of beginning, 

containing fifty eight acres and thirty five rods (The graveyard which lies near the center 

of said piece of land, containing one thousand five hundred and sixty square feet, being 

sixty four feet in length from North to South and twenty five feet in width from East to 

West is reserved and not included in this sale).  To have and to hold said premises with 

the app---------- unto the said John G Girdner his heirs and assigns forever.  And the said 

Andrew Smith for himself and heirs ----- here by covenant with John G Gardner.

Of the premises aforesaid that the premises are free and clear from all encumbrances 

whatsoever and that he will forever warrant and defend the same with the appurtenances 

unto the said John G Girdner his heirs and assigns against the lawful claims of all 

persons whomever.  In testimony whereof the said Andrew Smith and Sophrona Smith 

have hereunto let their hands and seals this 25
th

day of September one thousand eight 

hundred and fifty five. 

Andrew Smith

Sophrona Smith  

State of Indiana

Floyd Co. Before me Enoch Ferguson a justice of the peace of 

Greenville township state and certify aforesaid personally appeared the said Andrew 

Smith and Sophrona Smith and acknowledged the execution of the annexed deed.  In 

testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 25 day of September 1855.

Enoch Ferguson, justice         

SMITH CEMETERY

WHY NAME IT SMITH CEMETERY?

Dr John Girdner and Mary Girdner are 

buried in Greenlawn Cemetery.

DEED FROM SMITH FAMILY TO JOHN G. GIRDNER



CEMETERIES IN GREENVILLE

“OLD” GREENVILLE CEMETERY

• Located near western extent of 

Harrison Street

• Used prior to Greenlawn 

Cemetery opening in 1852

• All headstones removed

MORRIS CEMETERY

• Located South of Hwy 150 on 

former Morris Morris farm plot, 

West of Greenville.



QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!

Greenville Historic Preservation Commission

•www.visitgreenvillein.com

•muhl24@gmail.com


