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INTRODUCTIONS

Matt Uhl ðChairman

Kim Hardin ðVice Chair

Shelly Hartfield ðTreasurer

Andy Lemon ðGreenville Town Council



FOUNDING 

CONTEXT

Pre-1816

Bison Route from 

Illinois fields through 

Falls of Ohio to 

Kentucky Salt licks.



FOUNDING ERA

× Founded in May 1816, by 

Andrew Mundell and 

Benjamin Haines.

× First settlers started 

appearing early 1800õs.

× Many streets in Town have 

retained their original 

platted size and are as 

narrow as 9 feet wide.  



FIRST FAMILIES

Last names of original settlers include, but are not limited to:

-Boston (Robert), Wells (William), Brown (John & William), Mundell, Clark (John), Collins 

(Mordecai), and Woods (Isaac )

Immediately following were: 

-Abraham Coffman, John and James Taylor, Madison Martin, William Williams, William 

Ferguson, Jacob Miller, Amos and Johnathan Davis, Thomas Hobson, Adam Smith, 

Major Stewart, James Alward , Joseph Woodville, John Moore, John McCown , Jacob 

Floor, Morris Morris , Major Lucas, Benjamin Bower, Daniel Porter, William Foster, 

Benjamin Haines, Reuben Smith, Mathias Sappenfield , and Alexander Hedden .  (All are 

ca 1826 or before)



ANTEBELLUM PERIOD

1820õS ð1850õS



JOHN BAPTISTE FORD

JOHN B FORD - GREENVILLE

ÅApprenticed with uncle in Greenville, 1820õs.

ÅStarted mill on site of first post office, 1830õs.

ÅMarried his school teacher, Marry Bower from Greenville.

ÅBranched into pie safes, saddleworks , plate glass startup .

ÅSaid to have invented plated glass in the natural sand pits 

near Greenville.

ÅCousin of Washington C. DePauw.



ÅMoved to New Albany in 1854, started 

steamboat building company.  

ÅBecame known as òCaptainó John B 

Ford because of his work building 

steamboats.

ÅBuilt and operated as many as 38 

ships prior to closure.

ÅFounded New Albany Glass Works, ca 

1867, & later business interests.

JOHN BAPTISTE FORD

Louisville ~The People's Line Packet Wild Wagoner Arriving at the 

Levee in 1868ô ðJohn Stobart

JOHN B FORD ðNEW ALBANY



JOHN BAPTISTE FORD



NORMAN COLMAN

ÅBorn in NY (1827), moved to Louisville 

to attend law school at U of L.

ÅStarted law practice in New Albany, ca 

1849.

ÅHired as initial headmaster of 

Greenville Seminary, 1850.

NORMAN COLMAN



THE BEGINNING OF FLOYD 
COUNTY SEMINARY
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